JUNE 2022

CELEBRATE ST. PAUL'S!
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Burlingame, CA

From St. Paul’s Wardens
Greetings from St. Paul’s Wardens (aka lay
leadership). Our Notes again will feature what’s
been happening around St. Paul’s in late April and
May and what will be occurring this summer. To
start with, we wanted to add an addendum to our
last month’s report on Easter. Many have asked
“what was the attendance like on Easter?” A total
of 303 people of all ages attended one of the two
Easter services—many who came back for the first
time expressing their joy at being able to celebrate
Easter again in-person. Again, we wish to thank all
of those who made Holy Week and Easter special
for so many.

What's inside
6/4 - Confirmation at Grace Cathedral
6/4 - Richard Dedo's Memorial Service
6/5 - Pentecost followed by honoring
confirmands, high school
graduates and St. Paul's Choir

Also in April: In addition to those who enjoyed St. Paul’s Weekend at The Bishop’s
Ranch the weekend after Easter—a St. Paul’s tradition—a group of St. Paul’s
members and friends ventured across the border to Tijuana, Mexico, at the end of
April to do another home-build with Corazon. Thank you to Jocelyn and the
Outreach Team for re-establishing this spring tradition and laying the groundwork
this fall for a return trip next spring. Outreach opportunities (both hands-on and
financial) are so important to the fabric of St. Paul’s community—whether abroad in
Tonga, across the border in Mexico or closer to home on the Peninsula.
And then came May: The Search Committee’s work as you’ll read about in this
Newsletter was in full throttle in May as they conducted interviews of several
promising applicants and prepared to make their recommendations of 2 or 3
candidates for consideration by the Vestry. We want to take a moment to thank
them for their quiet, confidential commitment to helping with one of the most
important decisions we will be making in the next few months—we’ll celebrate them
more fully once the Vestry chooses a new Rector to recommend to the Bishop but,
for now, “hats off” to Charles Warden and Joan Cleary (Co-chairs), Michele
Bosschart, Anne Casscells, Tim Elliott, Edith Foothorap, James Hurrell, Jenny Lau,
Tom Power, and Rue Richey.
May was also a time of transitions: The Circle of St. Paul’s transitioned to a Whale
of a Sale—a different way of doing it’s traditional twice a year Rummage Sales. It was
indeed a “Whale of a Sale” with lots of rummage cleared out, many people in our
community helped with very affordable pricing. We heard of one young boy who
brought his “savings” of $10 who couldn’t believe how many legos, cars, games,
puzzles, etc. he was able to purchase for $10. Thank you to The Circle for
demonstrating how creative thinking and careful planning can lead to a success and
thank you to the members of St. Paul’s community who helped with prep for the
sale, set up, day of sales, and take down—proving once again what a small village
can do.
In a different kind of transition, we also bid farewell to Jen on Sunday, May 15th
after her last services and welcomed The Rev. Beth Lind Foote as our quarter-time
Interim/supply priest on Sunday, May 22. Thank you to all who have helped make
these transitions as smooth as possible as we enter what we pray is the final phase
of finding a new Rector. We give special thanks to Beth for committing to be with us
through the remainder of our search. We are very grateful for the support and
flexibility of all of St. Paul’s staff, the rest of the Vestry, several Ministry Teams, and
many of you through this latest transition.
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A highlight of May was St. Paul’s Choir’s last Evensong for the year and the celebration
of fifteen years since the founding of St. Paul’s Choir School. Over 80 people joined in
the celebration to recognize the Choir, adult volunteers and section leaders and the
Choir School, for their devotion to St. Paul’s musical offerings from regular services, to
Evensongs, and to Concerts. After Dr. Matthews recognized each Choir member
including the youngest choristers, Michael Caraher gave a spontaneous “shout out” to
Susan—as only he could as a member of the first Choir School class fifteen years ago.
Thank you, Dr. Matthews, for your commitment to providing this very special
opportunity for children from St. Paul’s and our greater community as well as the many
gifts you bring to music at St. Paul’s. If anyone missed any of St. Paul’s Choirs’ Concerts
or Evensongs this year, there will still be an opportunity on July 10, 11 and 12 as the
Choir gives its final performances before leaving for its residency at Wells Cathedral in
England in July.
May also provided opportunities for learning and discussion. The MOMS (Mothers on
a Mission) reconvened for its first meeting since 2020 and there was another Watch
and Pray featuring one of this year’s hit films—Encanto. We’re indebted to Jocelyn for
continuing to provide a range of opportunities for children and adults to gather and
learn and look forward to what she will be planning for late summer and early fall. And,
the Tea n’ Talk Team wrapped up its year of events for St. Paul’s elders with a lively
gathering complimented by members of the Search Committee providing an update on
its process.
We are excited also to report that the Tongan congregation received great news in
May that their quest to have members of their congregation journey on a path to
ordination as clergy or deacons is moving forward with the support of the Diocese. We
will provide more information about this process and the candidates from the Tongan
congregation in future Newsletters.
And, suddenly, it’s June: St. Paul’s regular services (All Sundays at 8 and 10 and the first,
second and fourth Sundays at 12:30 in Tongan) will continue through the summer.
Sunday, June 5, is Pentecost—it is also the Choir’s last Sunday singing (except for its
farewell Evensongs in July—see above and elsewhere in this Newsletter for more
details). And, because what better day to celebrate community than Pentecost—we will
also be recognizing the three members of St. Paul’s who will be confirmed the day
before at Grace Cathedral—Barbara Howing, Grace Ghoorah, and Tiale Heck—and the
nearly one dozen members of St. Paul’s who are graduating from high school this year.
Please plan to join in the celebration after the 10 o’clock service—the Vestry is planning
an “old fashioned ice cream social.”
From St. Paul's Wardens continued on next page
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Meanwhile in June, the Vestry will begin its discernment about who we will call to be
St. Paul's next Rector the Search Committee recommend its finalists. The Vestry’s
discernment will be a thorough process intended to consider the finalist from different
perspectives in a variety of settings including a service and sermon, an adult education
session, large and small group interviews and discussions. We will be guided
throughout our discernment and conversations not only by God but, very importantly,
by what you, St. Paul’s community, told us are the qualities desired in our next Rector
and the challenges that St. Paul’s needs a leader to help us address in the coming years,
if you haven’t read the Search Profile which was given to each applicant, we encourage
you to find it on St. Paul’s website as it reflects the parish-wide conversations and
surveys conducted last fall. Our discernment process will be quiet and confidential but,
be assured, we will shout the news of the calling of St. Paul’s sixth Rector as soon as our
choice has been blessed by the Bishop.
In gratitude for the many blessings we all have the opportunity to experience as part of
St. Paul’s community,
On behalf of the Vestry,
Tish Busselle
Senior Warden

Lisa Borgeson
Co-Jr. Warden

Jay Janton
Co-Jr. Warden

St. Paul's Office Hours through June 19
Office hours at St. Paul's have temporarily changed due to vacations and
family leaves. The Office will be open from 10am - 12pm Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. If you need something from the Office, we
suggest that you call ahead to make sure that someone is there who can
help you--650 348.4811.
If it's urgent or if you are unable to reach someone by email or phone,
please call Tish Busselle, Sr. Warden, at 650 504.0919.
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Jen's Last Sermon at St. Paul's--excerpts
St. Paul's Newsletters don't often contain sermons but Jen's last sermon at St. Paul's on
May 15, 2022 touched on what she found at St. Paul's during her year here. I thought it
would be helpful to share them as we continue through the transitions of the last year
while keeping our focus on what makes St. Paul's the special place that it is for so many
and looking forward to a new Rector and how he/she/they will lead and shepherdus in
the years ahead.
Jen drew from the Gospel Reading of John 13:31-35 which she promised was the
lectionary for May 15th, not a reading that she chose! Her theme, based on the reading
from John, was "I give you a new commandment, that you love one another." Among
the attributes that Jen said she experienced and observed at St. Paul's are:
"How you love one another
Welcoming and hospitality
Inquiring about one another with true care and empathy without the need to gossip
Willingness to learn and grow, in education, in liturgy, in structures
Showing up again and again and supporting one another in our life in Christ
Delighting in the alleluia bells
Celebrating women composers
Showing a sense of God's grace and graciousness
Generosity as shown in the oversubscribed Giving Tree during Advent
Hospitality to families in Home & Hope and shifting to buying groceries while
families are in motel rooms and making sandwiches for Samaritan House staff and
volunteers
Delighting in the sounds of children
Respecting different abilities, gifts, and backgrounds
All the behind the scenes volunteer work without an ask for recognition
And, I especially thank the staff and the Wardens, who have shown up in this time
and place where God is doing a new thing and we aren't yet sure what it is."

I invite you to reflect upon Jen's comments and enjoy,
Tish Busselle
Sr. Warden
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Reflection on Pentecost and the Holy Spirit
Thursday afternoons growing up would mean Mr. and Mrs. Deneen coming to pick
up our class and take us to church for choir practice. We would walk the school’s
corridors, through the school yard, up the back stairs along the side chapel and
arrive in the sanctuary where the piano was placed.
We would begin with the usual la la la la las and mi mi mi mi mis. Then we rehearsed
a few of the upcoming hymns, following Mr. Deneen’s lead. Mr. Deneen volunteered
to help his wife with the choir. He had a great smile and a wide open, joyful heart.
He was the kind of guy that wore a personalized trucker hat that read, “Lordy, Larry
turned 40!” And most impressionably, Mr. Deneen sang the important Easter truth
when we all sang chorus of Amens, “And he rose from the dead on Easter morning!”
Although much of our choir time was fun, it was the way we ended our rehearsal
that continues to stay with me.
Mrs. Deneen, our director, pianist and youth minister would begin with the much
anticipated 2 chords in what felt like a rhythmic walk. I would begin to feel myself
hold my breath and tighten my jaw. My shoulders would tense up as I wondered, “is
she going to pick me?” Then she sang a name: “Derek, Derek would you come and
follow me?” Everyone let out a collective sigh of relief as all eyes landed on Derek.
Derek would visibly take a deep breath, giggle and begin to fidget. Mrs. Deneen
would continue, “Would you come and follow me now? Would you come and be a
friend of mine? Would you come and follow me now?”
Then Derek would sing back to her, “Yes, Lord, yes! Yes, Lord, yes! Yes, Lord, I
would come and follow you. Follow you wherever you go!”
The rest of the class would scream with excitement and joy for Derek while also
begin to anticipate Mrs. Deneen’s next invitation. This would go on for 5 or 7 more
children. Every child’s voice was distinctly different from the others. The joy of the
class was clear. The certainty of Mrs. Deneen’s invitation was piercing. Whenever
she sang my name, I heard nothing but my voice when I responded. My quivering
voice seemed somewhat tentative, quiet, still needing to grow in boldness.
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June marks the birth of the Church with the celebration of the Feast of Pentecost.
The Church is established after years of following the way of Jesus through
uncertain times. June at St. Paul’s marks the beginning of a summer pace, lightness,
and ease as programming and meetings throughout the week take on a different,
slower character. June 2022 at St. Paul’s is particularly peculiar as we have most
recently said thank you and good-bye to our Interim Rector, Rev. Jen Hornbeck and
say hello and welcome to our supply priest, Rev. Beth Foote as we await the
selection of our Permanent Rector.
I ground myself in the joy of Pentecost, when the gift of the Holy Spirit is expressly
given to us so that we, too, may recognize when and where she blows. The Holy
Spirit will advocate for us, will guide us, will nudge us, will help to create the
conditions for us to shift, and change, and grow and deepen into friendship with
Jesus and with one another. Let us all be attentive to the invitations of the Spirit for
unity, healing, and peace. And when our name is called, may we be ready to sing
joyful “Yes!”
Come, Holy Spirit, renew us, renew the face of the Earth, and may we all respond
with a resounding “Yes, Lord, Yes! Yes, Lord, I will come and follow you. Follow you
wherever you go.”

Jocelyn A. Sideco
Pastoral Associate

Save the date
Pentecost and more at St. Paul's
When: Sunday, June 5, 2022
What: A Special Pentecost service (wear red if you wish)
including our traditional "speaking in tongues" and
celebrating St. Paul's newly confirmed, High School graduates
and The Choir
With: an Ice Cream Social at Coffee Hour following the 10am service.

7

It's Confirmation Time
St. Paul’s is happy to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with others throughout
the Diocese on Saturday, June 4 at 10am at Grace Cathedral. Please keep our
confirmands in your prayers this month. We will offer them a blessing on Sunday, June
5th.
June 4, 2022 Confirmands:
Grace Ghoorah
Tiale Heck
Barbara Howing
Would you or your teen like to be confirmed? The next Confirmation date is scheduled
for Sunday, September 25, 2022. Weekly preparation classes begin Sunday, August 21st
and extend to the Confirmation date. To find out more of sign up with Jocelyn at
jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org.

Celebrating High School Graduates
We would love to celebrate this year’s high school graduates! Below are some of the
names of folks who have confirmed they are graduating. Do keep them in your prayers.
We will offer a blessing for each of them when we celebrate Pentecost on Sunday, June
5th.
Ava Baldini
Katie Borgeson
Connor Bottoms
Tess Dakin
Natalie Dias
Ella Giere
Zara Jones

Charlie Koch
Kate Luedtke
Matthew Murdoff
Madeline Phillips
Morgan Rice
Teddie Ullyot
Johnny Willey

Have a high school graduate this year and do not see their name listed? Please let us
know! Please contact Jocelyn at jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org by June 1st so we can
include them in our Pentecost celebration and upcoming bulletin and newsletter.
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What an awesome sale The Circle of St. Paul's had on Saturday, May 7
thanks to many!
We were blessed with cool weather and a steady stream of shoppers throughout the
day.
Huge thanks to all of our St. Paul's family, friends, donors, Circle members, and
volunteers. Special thanks to all the "Heavy Lifters" who helped us set up and take
down, to everyone who helped us advertise the sale and, last but not least, to all of the
wonderful shoppers who came out, shopped, and took home treasures. We could not
have pulled this off without you all.
Special Note: The Circle is not accepting rummage donations at this time.
On behalf of The Circle of St. Paul's,
Cisca Hansen, President

Rector Search Committee Update
The Search Committee has been busy -- indeed very busy! -- in May, conducting
'Zoom' interviews with candidates. Early morning interviews..... midday
interviews...... and even later in the day interviews.... Committee members have
been juggling their own busy schedules in different time zones and while we'd love
to share all the things we've been up to, it's been a time for quiet discernment for
the Committee, both as individuals and as a collective team. We ask for your
continued prayer, for this process and for our candidates. We continue to be
incredibly excites about where we are in the process and at the possibility that one
of our candidates could be the next Rector of St. Paul's after the process moves to
the Vestry.
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At St. Paul's

Corazon House Building, Tijuana, Mexico

Jen's Farewell

Choral Evensong
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Wells Cathedral Residency: Opportunities to hear the Choir at St.
Paul's & in England
After three years of preparations, the Choir of St. Paul’s will be in residency from
Monday, July 18 through Sunday, July 24, 2022 at Wells Cathedral, England
(www.wellscathedral.org.uk). This magnificent Anglican cathedral dates from 1175, the
first English cathedral built entirely in the Gothic style. Twenty-three singers from the
Choir of St. Paul’s (4 Choristers from age 10, 2 Teens, 4 Choir School alumni and 13 adult
Chancel Choir members) will be journeying with the Director, organist and a lead
chaperone. The choir will sing for 6 services of Evensong and the Sunday morning
Choral Eucharist at Wells Cathedral, and also perform midday concerts at Berkeley
Castle (www.berkeley-castle.com) and the Chapel of the Bishop’s Palace
(https://bishopspalace.org.uk). The cathedral campus neighbors the exquisite grounds
of the moated Bishop’s Palace where you also may join the choir on Friday of the
residency for a Friends of Music Dinner.
Below is an outline of opportunities to hear the choir sing services at St. Paul’s in July
with the repertoire to be sung at Wells, and the services and concerts in England. All
services and concerts are open to the public. There are entrance fees for the two
concert venues.
A Friends of Music Dinner will be held at the Wells Bishop’s Palace at 7:15pm on Friday
evening, July 22 to which all friends of the choir are invited. This catered dinner has
been generously underwritten for 45 guests (26 spots for the choir and an additional 19
friends). Contact Susan Jane Matthews, Director of Music, by June 5 to reserve your
spot and choose your main course at smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org.
Three Farewell Services at St. Paul’s, Burlingame
Sunday, July 10 – 10am Choral Eucharist
Monday, July 11 – 7pm Farewell Evensong
Tuesday, July 12 – 7pm Farewell Evensong
5:15pm Evensong at Wells Cathedral, England
Monday, July 18
Tuesday, July 19
Wednesday, July 20
Thursday – no sung service
Friday, July 22
Saturday, July 23
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Sunday, July 24 at Wells Cathedral, England
10:30am Choral Eucharist
3pm Evensong
Concerts 30 minutes; Entrance fee for venue
12:30pm Wednesday, July 20 Berkeley Castle
12noon Saturday, July 23 Bishop’s Palace Chapel
Friends of Music Dinner at Bishop’s Palace
Free. Reservations required.
7:15pm Friday, July 22

Wells Cathedral

Berkeley Castle

Bishop's Palace
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Music for the Day of Pentecost
Sunday, June 5
On this festival Day of Pentecost, the 50th and final day of Eastertide, the choir
stalls will be full, including the youngest singers of the Choir School. We will
celebrate the many years of terrific contributions to the music ministry by
graduating seniors Natalie Dias and Johnny Willey. They are shown here with Choir
School friends in 2014, and in recent individual photos.
Choral repertoire by the Choir of St. Paul’s will include:
Elizabeth Kimble | Gloria premiere
Katherine Burk | Listen, Sweet Dove
Kim André Arnesen | Even when He is silent
Ralph Vaughan Williams | God be with you till we meet again
St. Paul's Tongan Choir will join in this service to offer a Tongan hymn during
communion.
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Giants Baseball, Bowling, Picnic???
Looking for some summer fun with our St. Paul's community??? Like to organize fun
events? If so, St. Paul's Vestry is looking for you! We're hoping that a few people will
step forward to say "let me organize" _________________ (fill in the blank). It
can be for a limited number of sign-ups or for anyone who wants to join in. It can be
focussed on a particular age group--e.g. children and families or any age.
We're looking for a few simple events to connect with each other during the summer.
If you'd like to make this your volunteer contribution to St. Paul's this summer, please
contact one of the Wardens below:
Tish Busselle - tnbusselle@gmail.com
Lisa Borgeson - lborgeson1@gmail.com
Jay Janton - jay.janton@gmail.com

Memorial Service for Richard Dedo on June 4
St. Paul's community is invited to celebrate the life of Dick Dedo on
Saturday, June 4 at 1:00pm. Dick, a long-time member of St. Paul's,
died in December 2021. He served many years as an usher on
Sundays--always with a smile and kind word-- and food shopper for
the weeks that we hosted Home & Hope at St. Paul's. He and his
wife, Barb, a member of St. Paul's Choir, raised their three children at
St. Paul's.
The Celebration of Life Team will host a reception following the
Memorial Service. If you'd like to help with the reception--food,
serving, clean-up--please let one of the Celebration of Life
Coordinating Team--Cisca, Michele, Kathy Martin, or Tish know.
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Corazon 2022
This was my first build with St. Paul's and Corazon. Although I had done builds and
service days like this before, I still found myself overly giddy Friday morning when I
woke up to get on a plane to San Diego.
As our small group arrived to San Diego all throughout the day, I began to wonder
how community gets built. Yes, I know we're building a house, but how do we build
relationships when we really only have one single day to meet and befriend people
in Tecate, Mexico.
Then it dawned on me: we are building community amongst ourselves, too! Edith,
Ron, Umu, David, Olivia, Charlie, and Lanie...we were the community that needed
care, too. That early Saturday morning, we met our companion builders, members
from 3 Rotary clubs from throughout Southern California. In total, there were about
60 people (Mexicans and Americans) on-site all contributing to the building of a
singular house and a bigger community of friends.
Edith and Umu we're both part of past St. Paul's builds. They appreciated this
smaller group and experienced a deeper connection. Edith says it the best, "Because
of my experience with Corazon I appreciate working with others to try new things
and build something together. Umu found herself thankful, "Because of my
experience with Corazon last week, I remember to always be grateful for all that I
have and never take what I have for granted."
We hope to grow this experience back to our usual 30+ community of friends and
builders. But, in the meantime, it was nice to re-connect with our Mexican friends
from Corazon after 2 years of a delay due to the Pandemic. We hope to organize
another trip this coming program year. Consider coming to build a house and
strengthen your own experience of community here at St. Paul's!
Jocelyn A. Sideco
Pastoral Associate
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Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 am - In Person, Chapel
10:00 am - In Person, Choir, Sanctuary
Tongan Worship 12:30 p.m. - 1st, 2nd, & 4th Sundays In Person, Sanctuary
Virtual Services: a virtual 10:00am service online each week
The Rev. Beth Lind Foote, Transition Rector
Jocelyn A. Sideco, Pastoral Associate, jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org
Dr. Susan Jane Matthews, Director of Music, smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org
Marisol Tria, Office Manager, mtria@stpaulsburlingame.org
Petra Gilmore, Bookkeeper, finance@stpaulsburlingame.org
Rosalva Gomez, Sexton, rgomez@stpaulsburlingame.org

St. Paul's Vestry (aka lay Board of Directors):
Senior Warden: Tish Busselle
Co-Junior Wardens: Lisa Borgeson and Jay Janton
Vestry Members: Paige Austin, Michele Bosschart, Bryce Dakin, Kathy Martin,
Fusi Pahulu, Denora Smith, Alexandra Subramanian, Bryan VanderLugt and
Charles Warden
Clerk: Cyndy Bodenlos

650.348.4811 • stpaulsburlingame.org
415 EL CAMINO REAL, BURLINGAME, CA 94010

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

