St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Burlingame

THE EPISTLE
OUR MISSION... is to understand and celebrate God’s dream for the world,
to be transformed in Jesus’ love and to use our gifts to make a difference for others.
OUR VISION... is a world in which God’s embracing love is joyfully shared by all people.

June/July 2017
FROM THE DESK OF THE RECTOR

The Gift of Understanding

Date

One of the earliest stories in the Bible tells about the
Tower of Babel. It is one of those stories that explains why
things are the way they are, from a theological perspective.
In this case the gathered people try to build a tower, to be
like God, so that they might make a name for themselves.
It is the old story of securing their own survival (and
greatness), thinking that they might become like God. In
the story, God solves this problem by confusing their
language and scattering them across the earth.

ongoing

Pray-grounds

2

ongoing

Sundays @9

5

Event

Page

June 18th Knitting & Needlecrafts
& July 16th

6

July 9th –
July 11th

Farewell Services

8

Movie Night

10

Family Fun Night

10

Gloucester Residency

9

July 12th
This becomes the primordial story of why people don’t
July 16th
understand each other in this world (they speak different
languages). And there should be no doubt that it is in
July 17th –
many ways a curse. When we don’t understand each other,
July 23rd
we hurt one another, we argue, we misinterpret motives
and in a cultural sense, we fail to see the humanity in each person.

The story of Pentecost, the great descent of the Holy Spirit, reverses this great curse. It becomes the primordial
story of a new way of being. In this story, even though people are speaking different languages, they hear the
good news in a way they can understand. The Apostle Paul takes this to its radical in conclusion:
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
In this great reversal we are called to recognize God’s presence, to recognize the essential humanity, of those
in different tribes and speak different languages. It is a call to seek to understand rather than to scatter. The
church is called to be a sign of this understanding for the world. But how will we know the good news of the
great reversal if we don’t live it?
At St. Paul’s we have the opportunity to celebrate the many languages coming together this Pentecost. Our
English language and our Tongan speaking congregations will worship together. We’ll hear the good news in
word and music in different tongues. And we will celebrate being one!
So let us come together this Pentecost! We’ll do the fun thing of having balloons waving in the wind and you’re
invited to wear something red to celebrate the power of the Spirit. Most of all, let us be a part of the great
reversal. Let us practice being a people who seek understanding first so that the peace of Christ may spread
among us.
In the Spirit, Thomas
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Let us Welcome the Newly Baptized
Please offer a warm St. Paul’s greeting to these newest members of the church universal,
baptized on June 4th.

Claire

Connor
children of Tim and Sara

Isabel
child of Nivanka & Carlos

Pray-grounds on Summer Break!
Dear Families,
Our Pray-grounds for younger and older children of guided participation,
lessons and learning will be on summer break beginning May 28th. But we
are always called to worship God! So “Family Comfort Zone” will be open
in the side chapel, across from the pulpit.
Some wonderful volunteers will be creating this space by rolling out our rug
and laying some activity clipboards and markers.
Pray-grounds for older and younger children will re-open on Sept. 10th
with the Blessing of the backpacks!
New “Family Comfort Zone”
while Pray-grounds are on
summer break.
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Congratulations to 2017 High School Graduates!
Hayden Pegley is graduating from Menlo School in Atherton. He was baptized here
at St. Paul’s and has been part of our parish for his whole life. His favorite St. Paul’s
memory is singing Evensong at Grace Cathedral – which is, coincidentally, where
his parents were married! He was amazed by the acoustics, especially as this
happened before the renovations at St. Paul’s. After graduation, Hayden is looking
forward to playing football at Vanderbilt University in Nashville and continuing his
singing career, as well.

Diana Daniels is graduating from Burlingame High School. She was baptized at
St. Paul’s as a child and has been a part of our community since she was very
little. A lot of her favorite memories are from being in Choir School as an
elementary-aged child. She learned so much and had fun creating music with
others. Christmas Eve services are also a highlight every year. After a fun, relaxing
summer, Diana will be attending Amherst College in Massachusetts.

Kate Davidson is graduating from Crystal Springs Uplands School. Since her mother
and grandfather went to St. Paul’s as children, Kate has been part of St. Paul’s since
before she was born. One of Kate’s favorite St. Paul’s memories is being at Bishop’s
Ranch with her parents and grandparents. She remembers the art projects, playing
on the swing, and exploring the secret garden behind the chapel. After a summer of
family travel and sailing, Kate will be attending Bowdoin College in Maine.

The Rev. Julie Graham is on Sabbatical
Dear Families,
Beginning May 22nd, I will be stepping away from our community in order to rest,
renew and given the space sabbath time provides, God willing, go into deeper soul
work. In other words, after 10 years I will be on sabbatical. I will return August 10th.
Thank you for keeping me in your prayers.
The Rev. Julie Graham
Associate for Children and Family Ministries
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Music at the 10am Holy Eucharist this Summer
The Choirs of St. Paul’s conclude the 2016-2017 season on Trinity Sunday, June 11 with all choirs singing:
June 11 Trinity Sunday
10am Holy Eucharist All Choirs
Orlando Gibbons So God loved the world
Spiritual, arr. William Dawson Ezekiel saw de wheel
Spiritual, arr. Paul Caldwell & Sean Ivory Go where I send thee! (Choir School trebles)
John Rutter The Lord bless you and keep you (dedicated to the Robadey family)
At the Sunday 10am Holy Eucharist from June 18 through July 2 and July 16 through August 6, we are delighted
to welcome organists Dennis Henkelman and Michael Caraher. Michael, former St. Paul’s organ scholar,
returns from his first year of undergraduate study in church music at St. Olaf College, Minnesota. Soloists and
small ensembles from the Choir of St. Paul’s will also offer their abundant talents for those 7 Sundays.
Summer Choir begins on Sunday, August 13, continuing through September 3.
Rehearse on Sunday at 9am, and sing with the choir at 10am! This is a wonderful opportunity for adults to have the
experience of singing with the choir.

Out and About

Evensong at Grace Cathedral, SF
Day of Pentecost
Sunday, June 4 ~ 3pm
Herbert Sumsion Responses
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry Evening Service in D
William Walton The Twelve
Sunday, June 11 ~ 12noon
Concert at Books Inc.
Burlingame Avenue at Primrose
Gwyneth Walker Peace like a river
Eric Whitacre i thank You God
William Dawson Ezekiel saw de wheel
Frank Ticheli There will be rest
William Bradley Roberts Over my head I hear music in the air
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FROM THE THE ASSOCIATE RECTOR FOR YOUTH AND PASTORAL CARE

May We Enter These Months With Open Hearts

What are some of your favorite summer memories? I remember swimming at
the cabin all day and climbing into bed at night, still feeling like my body was
floating in the lake as I drifted off to sleep. I remember camping with my
children when they were preschoolers, when a few sticks and some boulders at
the campsite were enough to buy me hours of reading and knitting time. More
recently, I think of traveling with a chorus to Newfoundland to sing in a choral
festival and taking my almost adult kids to Europe last summer.
The common thread in these memories is my sense of openness. Some of these
experiences involved a lot of planning, for sure. But once I reached the
moment, I opened my hands and heart and took in whatever came towards me.
As a child at the cabin, I got lots of mosquito bites and sometimes we had to
pull leeches off our legs and arms. But there were also clean sheets, bedtime
stories, and extra long snuggles with mom at night. My kids didn’t always sleep well in tents, but watching them
wake up to the beauty of redwood forests and deserts more than made up for the shortened nights.
As we move into the summer of 2017, may we enter these months with open hearts, knowing God’s presence
in work and play. May we savor those glimpses of the Holy and be refreshed. And may we join with God’s
Spirit and our neighbors to heal the broken places in our world.
With love,
Charlotte

Sundays@9
Conversations about Genesis with Bill Moyers
9am each Sunday in the Higbie Library
(Nursery care is available)
This summer in worship will be hearing the foundational stories of
Jewish and Christian faith. These stories focused on Abraham and his
family are colorful and vexing at the same time. In our 9am hour we’ll
engage these stories as Bill Moyers invites Jews, Christians and Muslims
into conversation around the stories all of these faiths share. We’ll watch
a portion of these interviews and then have a chance to share our own
insights into these stories and what they mean for our own lives.
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Be a part of St. Paul’s, Show Us Your Talent, Share Your Time, Be the Light.
Our vestry theme this year is Fostering a sense of belonging for everyone. St. Paul’s is ours. And we are St.
Paul’s, as your Junior Warden, I want to ensure that all of us have a chance to belong at St. Paul’s. What gifts
do you have that you can share with our St. Paul’s community?
Before you answer (particularly if you think the answer is “uh, none”), let me remind you of how broad our
opportunities are: Like to bake? We have a Boulangers group that takes turns making the Communion bread.
Quick with a “good morning”? We need Greeters to welcome all to worship. Like to knit? Yes, we have a
knitting group that offers wonderful fellowship.
Below are some of our groups and teams. Please peruse the list and ask yourself “where might I help foster a
sense of belonging for everyone?” You’ll be hearing more about this and the groups below in the weeks ahead.
Think “I’ll try that” and bless us all with your contribution. Thank you.
Peter Shanholt, Junior Warden, Vestry
Worship & Music
Alter Guild
Greeters
Ushers
Lectors
Chalice Bearers
Acolytes
Chancel Choir
Christmas Pageant
Choir School
Boulangers

….. and more!

Prayer & Care
Pray-Ground (Kids)
Healing Team
Tea-n-Talk
Celebration of Life
Monday Journey
Pryr Shawl Ministry
Fellowship
St. Paul’s “Marthas”
Mothers on a Mission
Coffee Hour
Knitting & Needlecraft

Service to Others
Home & Hope
Outreach Commission
The Circle of St. Paul’s
Christmas Giving Tree
Fabric of St. Paul’s
Welcoming Committee
Stewardship Committee
Property Committee
Communications team
Columbarium
Campus renewal
Finance Commission

St. Paul’s Knitting and Needlecrafts Group Meets on
June 18th and July 16th
Do you like to knit? Or would you like to learn? St. Paul’s knitting and
needlecrafts group is relaxed and informal. No agendas, just social knitting,
crocheting, needlepointing or anything you can do with needles or sticks and
string! We share our ideas and skills and make new friends. We also have
patterns and tips for knitting or crocheting prayer shawls for the Healing
Ministry or other recipients. Needlecrafters of all skill levels, both men and
women, are welcome to drop in any time. Come late or leave early, as your
schedule requires.

A prayer shawl that was given
to one of our parishioners.

Date: the third Sunday of each month
Time: after the 10 am Eucharist, from about 11:30am until 1:30 pm
Place: Higbie Library
For more information, please contact Susan O’Doherty at 650-400-5495 or via email at
susanod@wordwizard.us.
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Change Is Inevitable …
Change is inevitable. As spring surely morphs into summer or yesterday’s youngster walks across a stage to
receive a diploma today, change happens whether we’re willing participants or not. Perhaps it’s this inevitable
march of change that drives us to cling to our traditions; our own attempt to keep things the same. I love
tradition, as much as anyone and yet it’s critical to our health that we courageously reflect on whether these
traditions continue to serve our needs or whether we’ve become captive of our traditions unable or unwilling
to change. How do we face change? My garden has helped me face change. As plants die and decompose they
provide crucial nutrients to new life in the coming seasons. My garden, as a wise teacher, reminds me over and
over again that life and death are intertwined; both necessary to the wholeness and health of all. I often go out
on a limb (Pun intended!) and courageously transplant or trim back a rose hoping that this effort will yield
better results.
Our Vestry has been reviewing how we, as a community face change; our
Web site, our ministries, our campus, and the very members of our
Vestry. A necessary element in this work is courage. And courage reminds
me of Theodore Roosevelt who wrote: “It is not the critic who counts;
not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the
doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat
and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and
again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who
does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the
great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best
knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst,
if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never
be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
President Roosevelt’s quote speaks of the courage necessary to step out
into the arena without the assurance of success … a supremely vulnerable
act. Whether it’s in the garden or leading our faith community, courage
and the willingness to be vulnerable are intertwined, essential ingredients
in how we face change.

My garden, as a
wise teacher,
reminds me over
and over again
that life and
death are
intertwined; both
necessary to the
wholeness and
health of all.

Keeping you company under the shadow of God’s wings…
Karl E. Breice
Senior Warden
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Farewell Services in July at St. Paul’s Burlingame

The Choir of St. Paul’s (34 singers, ages 10 to 80, lead chaperone,
organist, and director) will be in residence at Gloucester Cathedral,
England from July 17 to July 23, singing six services of Evensong and
the Sunday morning Choral Eucharist, and noon concerts at Oxford
University Church and Blenheim Palace.
The joy of singing and leading worship at a vibrant cathedral in the Anglican communion is a tremendous life
experience. This is a unique opportunity for the Choir of St. Paul’s to be immersed in the daily rhythm of sung
services that have been offered at Gloucester Cathedral for nearly 1,000 years.
For the latest news and photos as the Choir of St. Paul’s represents the community of St. Paul’s Burlingame in
the UK, watch Music at St. Paul’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/MusicatStPaulsBurlingame
We hope you will join us in three special Farewell Services in July here at St. Paul’s Burlingame:
Sunday, July 9 • 10am
Zoltán Kodály, Missa Brevis: Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus
Frank Ticheli, There will be rest

CHORAL EUCHARIST

Monday, July 10 • 7pm
Christopher Tye, O who shall roll away the stone?
Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Harold Darke, Psalm 63
Orlando Gibbons, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis (Short Service)
Gibbons, So God loved the world
Sumsion, They that go down to the see in ships

FAREWELL CHORAL EVENSONG

Tuesday, July 11 • 7pm
Stephen Paulus, Pilgrims’ Hymn
Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Edward Bairstow, Psalm 119: 129-144
Herbert Brewer, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in D
Frank Ticheli, There will be rest
Jonathan Dove, Seek him that maketh the seven stars

FAREWELL CHORAL EVENSONG
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CHOIR OF ST. PAUL’S IN RESIDENCE AT
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL, ENGLAND
GLOUCESTER RESIDENCY SCHEDULE
July 17 (Mon.)
July 18 (Tues.)
July 19 (Wed.)
July 20 (Thurs.)
July 21 (Fri.)

July 22 (Sat.)
July 23 (Sun.)

5:30pm Evensong
5:30pm Evensong
12noon Concert at
Oxford University Church
5:30pm Evensong
Choir in South Wales
12noon Concert at
Blenheim Palace
5:30pm Evensong
7:30pm Friends of Music
Dinner at Hatherley Manor
4:30pm Evensong
10:15am Choral Eucharist
3pm Evensong
Quire of Gloucester Cathedral

Music List
Monday Evensong ~ July 17 at 5:30pm

Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Howells, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis (St. Paul’s)
Morten Lauridsen, O nata lux

Tuesday Evensong ~ July 18 at 5:30pm

Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Sumsion, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G
Sumsion, They that go down to the sea in ships

Wednesday Evensong ~ July 19 at 5:30pm

Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Herbert Brewer, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in D
Frank Ticheli, There will be rest

Friday Evensong ~ July 21 at 5:30pm

Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Howells, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis (Gloucester)
Jonathan Dove, Seek him that maketh the seven stars

Saturday Evensong ~ July 22 at 4:30pm

Christopher Tye, O who shall roll away the stone?
Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
Orlando Gibbons, Magnificat and Nunc dimittis (Short Service)
Gibbons, So God loved the world

Sunday Holy Eucharist ~ July 23 at 10:15am
Zoltán Kodály Missa Brevis: Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei
Communion Motet: Whitacre i thank You God
Sunday Evensong ~ July 23 at 3pm

Stephen Paulus, Pilgrims’ Hymn
Herbert Sumsion, Versicles, Responses, and Lord’s Prayer
C. H. H. Parry, Evening Service in D (“The Great”)
William Walton, The Twelve
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Movie Night “Even the Rain” July 12th
Join us Wednesday, July 12th at 7pm in the Higbei Library/Hall for “Even
the Rain” Directed by Icíar Bollaín of Spain, 2010. The film won 21 awards
and 16 nominations worldwide. There will be an adult discussion after the
screening.
This is a great movie; a movie inside another movie. It tells an old story
when the Spaniards under the command of Christopher Columbus
“discovered” and ransacked the “New World”. But then the film crew
members, who are playing out this historical epic in an idyllic town of
present day Bolivia, encounter the modern day Bolivian government and
its conflict with its people. The crew is caught in a moral dilemma and the
real intensive drama begins …

Children’s Ministries is Calling on All
Families with Children for Summer
Family Fun Night
July 16th
Let’s have some summer fun together at Safari Run! Take
a night off from cooking, come and deepen some
friendships, while our kids run, jump and play together. A
Family Fun Night is being planned for July 16th from 5pm
to 7pm at Safari Run, 341 N Amphlett Blvd., San Mateo.
Sign up today with Jenny Op’t Holt via email at joptholt@gmail.com

The Epistle – June/July
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Does your child like to sing?

Join us in Fall 2017!

Celebrating 10 years, the St. Paul’s Choir School includes choirs for boys and girls in grades K
– 12, and is based in the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) Chorister Training Program.
Auditions for Fall enrollment will be held through June 11.
Visit the parish website for more details and for recordings.
www.stpaulsburlingame.org
Contact Dr. Susan Jane Matthews, Director of Music at smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org

Musicianship • Vocal Training • Nurturing Community • Excellence
Teamwork • Leadership • Intergenerational • Discipline • Self-confidence

Out and About

CONCERT AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
MEMORIAL CHURCH
Monday, August 21 ~ 7:30pm
The Choir of St. Paul’s has been invited to give a concert
as part of the summer series at Stanford University
Memorial Church (MemChu) at 7:30pm on Monday,
August 21.
The one-hour program will feature the music from the
Gloucester Residency. Please join us to hear the Choir
of St. Paul’s in this spectacular venue on the peninsula.

13

The Epistle – June/July

Continued Conversations on Teen and Young
Adult Mental Health
The evening of May 9th, we held our first conversation about how we
might support teen and young adult mental health. As we shared our
reasons for coming, we realized that mental health concerns touch all of
our lives in some way. The secrecy and shame that often accompany these
concerns make them harder for everyone to bear. As people of resurrection
hope, we believe God’s love encompasses and brings wholeness to all our
being. God invites us as the church to provide safety for honest
acknowledgment of our vulnerabilities. We’re looking to “turn the lights on” because nothing, no one, lies
outside God’s loving embrace. Mental health concerns belong in our prayers and conversation and will be
included there.
The good news is that opportunities abound! Our first event will happen near the end of August, when we will
host a short panel discussion on suicide prevention after church one Sunday. Charlotte has been collecting
updated resources and connections in San Mateo and Burlingame and is happy to share them. She has books
and information on classes and workshops for parents and young people. These address wide-ranging topics
like sexuality and gender identities, mental illness, addiction and recovery, suicide and self-harm, stress, and
difficult relationships.
And if you were unable to make this month’s meeting but want to be involved in any way, please contact
Charlotte (cwilson@stpaulsburlingame.org) or Suzanne Aubry (suzanne.aubry@gmail.com). Finally, please
pray for us in this work and for the teens and young adults in your lives.

You are invited to be a part of The Christmas Pageant 2017
SAVE THESE DATES!

Pageant Rehearsals on Sundays after church
*Dec. 3rd
*Dec. 10th

Pageant Dress Rehearsal 4pm
*Dec. 20th , Wednesday

Christmas Eve Pageant and Holy Communion
*Dec. 24th 4pm • SUNDAY

You are warmly encouraged and invited to include participating and serving in the pageant as you fill your
family calendars for the fall. The Christmas Eve Pageant is a generations old tradition at St. Paul’s Church.
Young people, infants, toddlers through teens come together to produce and perform the good news of
Christ’s birth told exactly from the scripture.
This is a chance for learning the real story as well as serving the church in its worship on this holy night.
Involvement in this pageant produces friendships, life memories, as well as the transformative experience of
celebrating the Incarnation, Emmanuel and God with us!
Check your mail for the brochure and signup form.
*ATTENDENCE REQUIRED
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Top 6 Reasons to Be an Acolyte –
You Get To …
1) Play with fire – or at least light a bunch of candles
2) Wear colorful and stylish vestments
3) Have the best seats in the house – plus improved posture
4) Be a leader– choir, lay Eucharistic ministers, and clergy will be

loyal followers (at least on Sundays)
5) Learn the Acolyte Distress Signal
6) Best of all: Live out your faith and serve God with your friends

If you are entering 6th through 12 grades, give it a try! Acolyte training
will be offered in September. Contact Rev. Charlotte:
cwilson@stpaulsburlingame.org if you’re interested.

Thank You for Supporting our 2017 Spring
Rummage Sale!
Thank you! Thank you to all the volunteers who gave their time to
help in setting up and through the two days of the May Rummage
Sale and also cleaning up.
The May Rummage Sale was another huge success with record
setting sales of $30,000 before expenses! We couldn't have done it
without all your support and help. Please know how much we
appreciate everything you've all done.
The Circle of St. Paul’s
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Highlights from the May 20th Choral Evensong and
Choir Celebration Dinner

Entering for Evensong

Five RSCM Awards presented

Trebles

Hayden Pegley, graduating senior

The new choir patch

Choir School Chairs:
Karen McCormick (2015-17), Lee Caraher
(2007-12), Cheryl Graczewski (2013-15);
Absent from picture, Ashley Turek (2012-13)
New choir concert dress

Photos by Ian Chilcote
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650.348.4811 • www.stpaulsburlingame.org
The Rev. Thomas Skillings, Rector
The Rev. Julie Graham,
Associate Rector for Children & Families
The Rev. Charlotte Wilson,
Associate Rector for Youth & Pastoral Care
Dr. Susan Matthews, Director of Music

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday: 8am - Spoken Eucharist in Chapel
Sunday: 10am - Holy Eucharist with organ and
choir
st
1 Wednesday of the month: 11am Eucharist and Healing Service
Tongan Service:
1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays

PLEASE DON'T LET YOUR PLEDGE TAKE
A VACATION THIS SUMMER!
St. Paul's has payroll, utilities and other bills to pay during the summer
months so please don't let your pledge payments take a vacation. An easy
way to keep pledge payments current is to set up your pledge payments in
automatic bill pay through your checking account.

