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From our Rector
What’s in a (patron saint) name?
Quite a lot, in fact. People after whom we are named have a way of shaping our lives,
whether we know them intimately or not. It makes no difference if our namesake is a
down-to-earth great uncle or a larger than life historic figure, the people who have
gone before us bequeath us rich identities to explore and to celebrate. I am delighted
that St. Paul’s is taking a deeper dive into the life and story of our own patron saint,
who you might recall wasn’t always named Paul. Saul of Tarsus underwent a powerful
transformation when he encountered the presence of the Risen Jesus Christ. His
conversion—once a violent religious zealot, turned missionary statesmen who endured
shipwrecks, tribunals, and imprisonment as he went about sharing the Gospel
throughout the Roman Empire—involved a dramatic healing that flowed from loving
care Saul received in Christian community.  

The youngest singers of the Choir School celebrate St. Nicolas Day with Rev. Sarah!
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As I watch the ways God’s love is transforming us here at St. Paul’s, I am excited to
witness where that justice, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit will lead us to risk loving
the world and one another creatively in the year ahead. We start the church year
celebrating this light of love that draws us onward in our journey together, beginning
with the mystery of the sacred light by which God always has drawn seekers—a light
that guides our seasonal procession of three kings who bring gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh to the Christ Child. This year, Scott Power, Dmitri Nezvigin, and Anmol
Gupta will embody the wonder of the Magi during our 10am Sunday worship on the
Feast of the Epiphany, celebrated Sunday, January 8. The following Sunday, January 15,
we rejoice in the light of Christ that shines among us in several children being baptized
in our community. Please plan to help us welcome them into the household of God,
first in worship at the 10am service and afterwards as we share cake and coffee in Foote
Hall in their honor. 

New beginnings in 2023 could not be complete without a special way to mark the feast
day of our patron saint, St. Paul, whose own name got a fresh start, after all. And since a
good church party generally involves great music, The Choir of St. Paul’s (grade K
through adult) will be leading in worship at our 10am Sung Eucharist on Sunday,
January 29, under the direction of guest conductor Robert Nicholls, Director of Music
at First Presbyterian Church in Evansville, Indiana. Robert will be in town to administer
Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) exams over the weekend for St. Paul’s choristers.
Having him with us on Sunday is a special treat, as he draws upon gifts from a long
musical journey involving years as a Chorister at Westminster Abbey and at Cambridge
University, where he sang in the choirs of Gonville and Caius and St. John's Colleges.

That same morning there will be fun for all ages at our multi-generational festive coffee
hour in Foote Hall after the 10am service. Friends and family members are warmly
welcome to come celebrate this first ever St. Paul’s Sunday, which we will observe on
January 29 as our patronal feast day. Come grow with us at St. Paul’s, as we delve into
the story of love that led Saul on a transformative journey of service for the sake of
God’s world. You won’t want to miss out on the communal fun!

In faith, hope, and love,
Sarah+



Wardens' Quick Notes for January
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As the new year begins, we have a few short announcements to share with St. Paul’s
community:

St. Paul’s Annual Meeting | February 5, 2023 | 11:30

Please plan on attending St. Paul’s Annual Meeting either virtually or in person on
Sunday, February 5, 2023.  It’s more than a “business” meeting although it does include
some very important business—election of new Vestry members, Diocesan delegates
and a Trustee for St. Paul’s Endowment Funds.   The “more” includes reflections on the
past year, celebration of 2022 lay leaders, a look ahead at Rev. Sarah’s vision for 2023,
and, of course, the Treasurer’s Report on the Operating Budget and financial status of
St. Paul’s and, sometimes, a happy surprise or two.

Look for details on how to attend virtually and child care arrangements for those
attending in person in the Service Bulletins and eblasts in January, as well as in the
February Newsletter.

We are pleased to announce that the Vestry’s Nominating Committee has completed its
slates for 2023 which will be acted upon at the Annual Meeting.  We thank all who
responded enthusiastically to our calls to serve on St. Paul’s Vestry, or as Diocesan
Delegates, or Endowment Fund Trustees:

For the Vestry:
          One year terms:       Sarah Wiley and James Hurrell
          Three year terms:    Rue Richey, Candice-Lee James, 
                                             Tim Elliott, and Hepeti (John) Fifita 
                      
          They will join continuing Vestry members Michele Bosschart, Alexandra  
          Subramanian, Denora Smith, Charles Warden, Lisa Borgeson and Jay Janton.

For Diocesan Delegates:  
          Two year terms:     Jenny Lau and Amy Akers 

          They will join continuing delegates Wade Aubry, Candace and James Martin,  
          and Anne Casscells (alternate), along with Rev. Sarah Stewart. 

For Endowment Trustee:   
          Three year terms:   Anne Casscells
          
          She will serve alongside continuing Trustees Bryce Dakin and Julia Davidson.

Continuing our gratitude for all of St. Paul’s community,

Tish Busselle            Lisa Borgeson              Jay Janton
Sr. Warden               Co-Jr. Warden             Co-Jr. Warden



From the Pastoral Associate

Who needs resolutions anyway? Apparently, I do.

I have never been one to celebrate the new calendar year with promises and
resolutions. Or better yet, let me clarify: I have never been one to celebrate the new
calendar year with promises and resolutions I cannot and know I will not keep.
Sure, I might have taken advantage of a gym membership deal or a buy one, get one
free deal in January, but I have been awful at keeping it up. 

That is probably why I resist making any of these promises now: I just don’t want to
fail in a big, life altering way. I think that’s part of it. The other part? What if I don’t
achieve what it is that I really want? How will I feel about myself then? Will that
bruise my ego? Knick my self-confidence? Sucker-punch me in the gut of my own
calling?

Making a resolution is too risky, even for a person like me who seems to be
energized by creating room for things to just happen without much of my influence
or control, pushing the boundaries, asking real questions, listening for God’s
activity and invitation. 

And yet, I have been praying through this past Advent: how can I get to a place
where I can take a risk and name a few resolutions for my life personally,
professionally, and for our common life together here at St. Paul’s?

After 6 months of listening and watching, 15 months of strictly online ministry, 15
months of transition in leadership, straddling both online and in-person ministry,
and 4 months of identifying the shifting needs and opportunities of recognizing
God's activity in our midst, I feel brave enough to put my feet down on the ground,
root myself in God’s ever-faithful companionship, and yes, make a few resolutions,
trusting that I have all the resources in my midst to make this demand of myself and
our community.  

So, here it is, some of my resolutions for the calendar year 2023:
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         People who the US government has identified as refugees.
         Our Outreach Team has begun a relationship with the International Rescue  
         Committee. What is the state of refugee resettlement volunteer opportunities 
         as we make ourselves available to support people who are newly arriving to 
         the United States? Some members attended a training hosted by Every 
          Campus a Refuge (ECAR) in November. They are actively building a relationship 
          with Notre Dame de Namur University to develop opportunities for us at St. 
          Paul’s to contribute to basic needs, comfort needs, housing needs, medical needs, 
          job and educational needs.

          If you would like to learn more, contact Judy George, Edith Foothorap, or me for 
          more information. We look forward to hosting more informational gatherings to 
          spark involvement and commitment this coming year. Look to future electronic  
          communications for more resources and information.

          Our unhoused neighbors. 
          I want to schedule regular toiletry drives for LifeMoves. Let us continue to collect 
          necessary items for our neighbors! Epiphany is a great time to reflect on the gifts 
          of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh that were given to Jesus. Can we continue this 
          tradition this month? 

          You will find boxes at the entrances of the Church for toiletries. Please consider 
          donating to LifeMoves and the unhoused people they serve!
          Gold = recognizing Jesus’ kingship = new soap, new shampoo 
          Frankincense = celebrating Jesus’ deity = new lip balm
          Myrrh = anticipating Jesus’ death = new pair of socks

          Youth in our community and around the county.
          Thanks to Charlotte and Paige Austin, our Teen Outreach Project gathered and  
          distributed care packages for our neighbors living in the Vendome in November. 
          Now what more can I/we do to engage the teens among us? Service is key to 
          being in relationship with these busy people open to learning and growing. 
          Developing friendships through and throughout our community is key. 

          Next rallying event: The Peninsula Multifaith Coalition’s Dr. Martin Luther King,  
          Jr. Day of Service on Monday, January 16th. Let’s organize a team of volunteers 
          and grow with one another!! Let’s meet others from neighboring houses 
          of worship! Look for Edith’s article about the specifics. 

I resolve to roll-up my sleeves more and invite others to do so with me. Here are a
few places and people I want to engage with more deeply:



I resolve to use my voice in ways that will amplify the need for more
compassionate, human dignity.
          Shying away from moments that seem uncomfortable is natural. But I do not   
          want to be a part of a society that is polite just because we do not want to  
          rock the boat. Fact is, this boat we’re all on has holes that will sink us, leaders 
          that will mis-guide us, tattered equipment will cause us to be stranded. I want 
          to practice what I believe: that every person is valuable and deserves the 
          recognition and encouragement of their own life, self-worth and dignity. 

          I want to use language that is expansive. I want to promote our community in 
          ways that are true and welcoming for every one of us. I want to engage, be 
          moved by, and be friends with people different from myself. I want this St. 
          Paul’s community to go beyond our Church walls, into our local 
          neighborhoods to express empathy and compassion more. Be on the lookout 
          for summer volunteering and travel opportunities.

What are your 2023 Resolutions? I would love to hear them and support you in
achieving your goals, especially when they are in  service to others.

Jocelyn A. Sideco,
Pastoral Associate

6
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Looking Ahead

Spotlighting Scripture on Sundays
January 8, 15, 22 | 9:10-9:45am in Higbie Library 

Bring your Bible, your warm beverage, and the Scriptural stumpers you have always
wanted to understand better to this Sunday morning conversation group, hosted by
Rev. Sarah in Higbie Library from 9:10-9:45am on the following Sunday mornings in
the season of Epiphany: January 8, 15, 22. You can email Rev. Sarah in advance if
you’d like to reserve a discussion spot for your “tricky text” or be spontaneous in
joining us that morning to see what the gathered community wants to explore
together. Great minds don’t always think alike but they do turn up to engage with
eager and wise interlocutors, so we hope to see you there! For more details or to
submit a Scripture passage for these sessions, email Rev. Sarah at
sstewart@stpaulsburlingame.org.

The Feast of the Epiphany | Sunday, January 8 | 10am 
Who will be among the ones to bring their gifts to serve Jesus? 

Come remember how the Magi traveled from afar to 
venerate the Christ Child, during our 10am Sunday 
worship on the Feast of the Epiphany. 

We invite you to offer contemporary versions of those 
classic gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to our 
neighbors being served by LifeMoves:

        Gold = recognizing Jesus’ kingship = new soap, new shampoo 
        Frankincense = celebrating Jesus’ deity = new lip balm
        Myrrh = anticipating Jesus’ death = new pair of socks

Collection boxes will be placed at the entrances of the Church for the entire month of
January. Toiletries can also be dropped off at the office during the week during regular
office hours.



Spiritual Parenting 
Wednesday, January 11 | 7pm

A monthly gathering of parents to share where their
practices of faith and parenting inform one another. A
transformational communal experience for people
willing to share their experiences and perspectives. 

Hosted by Kristi Blundell. RSVP to Jocelyn at
jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org

Baptismal Reunion | Sunday, January 15
After 10am Service in Foote Hall

In our liturgy of Holy Baptism, Christians are
invited to “remember your baptism” as the priest
splashes blessed water from the font onto members
of the gathered congregation. We remember in
many ways, including celebrating the light of Christ
in each newly baptized person. Come be part of our
Baptismal Reunion in Foote Hall after the 10am
service, as we welcome these precious little ones
into God’s family and invite them into a deeper life
of love in the Body of Christ. If you’d like to help
host the reception for this reunion of all members
in God’s household, please contact Rev. Sarah at
sstewart@stpaulsburlingame.org.

Children’s Chapel 
Sundays vary each month | 11:15-11:45am

A space to pray together through song, activity, and
friendship with others between the ages of infant to 12.

Upcoming dates: 
January 8 (Epiphany) | Chapel
January 29 (St. Paul’s Day) | Foote Hall
February 5 | Chapel and St. Paul’s Nursery Playground 
February 19 | Foote Hall
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January 14
February 11
March 11
April 29

The Circle of St. Paul's Rummage Donation Drop Off | January 14

The Circle of St. Paul’s is planning more drive through rummage donation drop off
days in the New Year. Your cooperation and adherence to our guidelines for our
drop off day in September was outstanding! Many, many thanks! Your generosity
and care helped us to help others in need.

Please invite your family members, friends, and neighbors to participate by
sharing the enclosed guidelines for sorting, preparing, and delivering donations.
These instructions can also be found on St. Paul's website. 

The drive through days are the following Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. in St.
Paul’s Occidental parking lot:

These are the ONLY dates we can accept donations. We do not have the people
power to receive donations at other times. By pre-sorting, packing, and labeling
your donations using the enclosed guidelines you help to save many hours of work
by our members. Questions? ciscahansen@sbcglobal.net

With our thanks,
The Circle of St. Paul’s

Note: See guidelines for rummage drop off on page 23 of the Newsletter.

MLK, Jr. Multifaith Day of Service | Monday, January 16 | various locations 

Each week at St. Paul’s we pray to God to help us “to use our gifts to make a difference
for others.” Here is the perfect opportunity! This is the eleventh year that the Peninsula
Multifaith Coalition has organized volunteers from various faith houses to work
together in service to our community for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. 

Breakfast will be served to all volunteers and the projects should be finished by noon -
it is not even a full day! Look for all the details for each project and register by January
8 by going to http://pmcmlk2023.eventbrite.com. Click on Reserve A Spot to get more
information about each project. Consider volunteering with a friend or look forward to
making new friends.   Several projects welcome children, teens or families.  Go to the
sign up to check out what’s available for various age groups.  
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Greet and check in volunteers, paint steps, and sand and stain benches

Greet and check in volunteers, make and serve breakfast, make animal beds and
toys, decorate pillows for LifeMoves, knit or crochet baby items, make no sew
fleece blankets, and make no sew tee shirt bags

Greet and check in volunteers, make and serve breakfast, make soup, make cards
for seniors, and arrange flowers for seniors

Sing to seniors at each site  

Projects this year for which volunteers are needed are include:
Abbott Middle School, San Mateo 

Peninsula Jewish Community Center, Foster City 

Church of Latter Day Saints Church, Foster City

Carlmont Gardens (Belmont), San Bruno Nursing (San Bruno), San Carlos Elms (San
Carlos)
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Build picnic tables

Assemble care kits for children

Beach clean up

Greet and check in volunteers, sort books, decorate fence, Install pavers, clean up
playground, and jigsaw cut and paint shapes for mural 

Hillsdale High School, San Mateo

Congregation Beth El, Redwood City

Dunes Beach on the Coastside

George Hall Elementary School, San Mateo 

Greet and check in volunteers, make and serve breakfast, prepare lunches for Safe
Harbor, sew comfort animals and stress balls, and make paracord bracelets 

Restore ecosystem

St. Bart’s Church, San Mateo

Huddart Park, Redwood City

Unable to help on January 16? 
There is also a book drive for elementary school children. Books can dropped off at St.
Paul’s by January 15 or taken to the breakfast sites for volunteers (asterisked above) on
January 16. 

Please join us having fun, working together, making new friends and serving our
community. If you have any questions contact Edith Foothorap at rongoerss@aol.com. 



House Blessings | By appointment in January

The Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the visitation of the child Jesus by three Wise
people. Traditionally, this has been a good time to bless our homes so that we, too, may
feel the presence of God right where we are. There is a Christian tradition we like to
practice: chalking the doorways of the homes with the year and the letters C, M, B. (the
first letters of the names of the leaders who visited Jesus: Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar and also, C, M, B, stands for the Latin blessing Christius Mansionem Benedicat
which means “May Christ Bless this House.”
 

Rev. Sarah and Jocelyn would love to come by and bless your house during the month
of January. Contact Jocelyn at jsideco@stpaulsbulingame.org to schedule a time. Most
blessings take 5-15 minutes.

What is God revealing among us?

What is God releasing among us?

What is God re-newing and re-creating among us? 

Ministry Teams Evenings of Wonder
every 3rd Wednesday in January, March, and May | 7pm-8:30pm in Foote Hall

Let us gather to listen and pay attention to what God is doing within us and throughout
our community.
 
If you are a part of this community, you are invited! We all minister to one another. Join
Rev. Sarah and Jocelyn for this series where we hope to unlock, evermore carefully,
how God is active and present in our common life together. Meet and talk with others.
Encourage one another in our practice of faith. Light snacks and beverages will be
served.
 
Save the following dates:

      Wednesday, January 18 | 7pm-8:30pm
 

      Wednesday, March 15 | 7pm-8:30pm
 

      Wednesday, May 17 | 7-8:30pm
 
RSVP to Jocelyn at jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org.
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4pm ~ Sunday, January 22, 2023
Highlighting women composers and poets, 
with a musical treat for children of all ages

The Annual Marcia McCowin Concert arose from the visionary sparkle of Marcia
McCowin. Dr. McCowin (1952-2020) was a Professor of Clinical Radiology at UCSF, a
generous supporter of Music at St. Paul’s, and an inspiration to all who knew her.

In the last months of her life, Marcia delighted in coming to St. Paul’s to listen to
the music offerings. She worked closely with Director of Music Susan Jane
Matthews to designate an estate gift to St. Paul’s for an annual concert to highlight
the work of women composers and poets, with a musical treat for the young at
heart, too.

This second annual concert features choral works of 20th - and 21st-century
women composers sung by an octet, including Choir School seniors Lily Hartley and
Abigail Akers, St. Paul’s professional singers soprano Emily Shafer and tenor Anmol
Gupta, and a guest violinist. The 2023 treat comes as a slideshow of bird
photography by Susan Jane Matthews, from burrowing owls to a wood duck, water-
dancing grebes and baby tree swallows, all symbols of hope in their wordless songs.

Program

Caroline Shaw | and the swallow (Psalm 84)
Imogen Holst (1907-1984) | Sanctus and Agnus Dei
Kerensa Briggs | Media vita
Lucy Montgomery (Poetry) & Christopher Putnam | Song of a Mother's Love

Roxanna Panufnik | Ubi caritas
Kristina Arakelyan | You know me (Psalm 139)

Emily Dickinson (Poetry) & Christopher Tin |
          Flocks a Mile Wide (transcription for organ)
          Hope is the thing with feathers
          Accompanied by Bird Photography by Susan Jane Matthews

Amy Beach (1867-1944) | Peace I leave with you
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EVENSONG SERIES 2023
 

Sundays at 4pm
 

January 22
Marcia McCowin Annual Concert

Highlighting Women Composers and Poets
 

See separate article in this newsletter on page 12.
 

February 12
Choral Evensong

Premiering the anthem: “On the Highway”
Words: Mia Malhotra
Music: Maggie Burk

 

A reception follows hosted by the Gerster family with opportunity to
meet composer Maggie Burk and poet Mia Malhotra.

 
March 12

Choir School Concert
"The Song of Birds"

 

A reception follows hosted by the Akers family.
 

May 21
Choral Evensong

Choir Celebration Dinner (ticketed) 
 

~ with a special celebration of graduating Choir School seniors ~ 
Abigail Akers & Lily Hartley
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Conversion of Saul - St. Paul’s Sunday!
Sunday, January 29 | After the 10am service 

Join us on St. Paul’s Sunday for a multi-generational 
festive coffee hour in Foote Hall after the 10am 
worship service, in honor of our patron saint’s 
conversion day, as we immerse ourselves in the 
grace that changed Saul’s path forever and sent 
him–and sends us–into the world, transformed in 
sharing God’s love!

Journey of Transformation: our Canvas Labyrinth 
will be available to pray
Letters of Encouragement: card-writing to our neighbors in need of
encouragement and love
Celebration of Love: fun activities for the entire family

We look forward to playing and praying with you at St. Paul’s in the year ahead, as
we celebrate this amazing inheritance we receive and share through the love of
Jesus Christ!

Mardi Gras Shrove Sunday
February 19 | 11:15am to 1:00pm in Foote Hall

Looking for decorators, musicians, and pancake
flippers! Have a need to decorate for Mardi Gras?
Have a talent you would like to share? Have a great
pancake recipe you can share? Bring your eye, your
instrument, your recipe + griddle + all your fixin’s to
this year’s Pancake-tasting Mardi Gras Shrove
Sunday! If you are interested in sharing your time,
talent or treasure, we would love to have you! Simply
notify with Jocelyn at jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org.
We are looking to make close to 300 pancakes to
feed all who want to mark this time before we begin
Lent.
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Communal Invitations to Serve

Media Ministry
We are looking for volunteers to contribute to the editing, the recording and, the
broadcasting of our Sunday services, and the development of other media pieces. If
you are interested in participating with audio/visual work or with technology and
website work, please contact Jocelyn A. Sideco, Pastoral Associate, at
jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org. 

 
Want to Serve at the Altar?
The word acolyte means a “companion” or “one who helps.” Acolytes serve as a
companion or helper to the celebrant, officiant, or presider of a worship service,
performing a number of important functions before, during, and at the close of the
worship services. At. St. Paul’s, acolytes light and extinguish our candles, lead the
processions with the Processional cross and torches, receive the gifts of the people
and help set up the altar for Eucharist.
 
Interested in trying this ministry? Please reach out to Andrea VanderLugt at
atvanderlugt@hotmail.com to learn more and/or be included in the rota and
invitation list for seasonal prayer gatherings.

 
Looking for More Lectors/Readers!
The lector proclaims the Word of God to the assembled faith community. Anyone
who accepts the call to this ministry is presumed to be a person of faith and a lover
of Scripture, eager to serve the Christian community and willing to engage in
ongoing formation and education. Lectors can be any age.  Interested in trying this
ministry? Please reach out to Jocelyn at jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org to learn
more and/or be included in the rota and invitation list for seasonal prayer
gatherings.
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Celebration and Reflection: Looking Back on December

How did you first learn about Jesus’ birth? Were you captivated by the drama? Did
you want to participate in the story yourself? Christmas Pageants have a long
Christian tradition and serve as a teaching tool, a formative experience, and meet
our need for community. 

Have you ever wondered what some of those in the Pageant think of their
experience? We asked a few of our cast and crew this question: What happened for
you with this Christmas Pageant?

“Being a part of the Pageant – acting, singing in the choir has always been one of my
favorite things to do. It allows me to access and live into my relationship with God
beyond the typical and more formalized worship service. Contributing to the Pageant
is a much more personalized experience for me. I can be me and celebrate the joy that
the kids bring to this foundational story of our faith.” Grace, 18

The Christmas Pageant is a great way for kids to jump into the life of the Church
together. Kids, from a very young age, can try on different ways of contributing.
They get connected to older kids and adults who are curious about their life, and
they build relationships. 

In addition to providing an additional space for church and joy, the Pageant
becomes an interactive space where some can connect with the past and the
present.

“When I act out my role in the Pageant, I feel connected with Mary and all the
important people. And doing this gets me to connect with other people.” Georgina, 10

Help us to continue to center the experience of children here at St. Paul’s and those
who visit on Christmas Eve. Would you consider supporting the Christmas Pageant
next year?
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St. Paul’s Giving Tree—another great year of caring and sharing for less fortunate
families
Although Christmas trees, decorations and wrappings are “put away” for the year, I
hope, in addition to your own memories of Christmas 2022, you have the joy that comes
from participating in St. Paul’s Annual Giving Tree.  This year, we helped seven
economically struggling families  who live in communities from San Mateo north to
South San Francisco by providing Christmas dinner, gifts and basic food staples for
several more meals.  In total, 13 adults including one grandfather  and 16 children were
recipients of St. Paul’s community’s caring and sharing. 

St. Paul’s Giving Tree is a community-wide effort at St. Paul’s whether one brought cans
of soup or boxes of oatmeal, provided a toy, activity kit, warm jacket, or a child’s first
pair of new shoes; wrapped gifts or sorted food; was part of one of the “Sunday delivery
teams;” or made a monetary donation for the “elves” to use to fill in gaps.  Thank you all!   

And, special thanks to several “behind the scenes” people— the Koivisto/Giere family
and Jessica Sobolik who organized the wrap materials; Sarah Wiley who organized the
food sorting and distribution; and Kathy Martin and Penny Newall who helped before-
hand with the pre-sorting and boxing of gifts for each family so that all went well on
wrapping day. 

Tish Busselle
Giving Tree Coordinator

Hats Off to St. Paul’s Stewardship Team

As of mid-December, pledges toward St. Paul’s Operating Budget for 2023 exceeded
2022 pledges of $536,229.   119 households have made pledges out of about 170 active
households at St. Paul’s.   Our “stretch” goal of $560,000 is within sight if pledges are
forthcoming from those who pledged in 2022 but not yet for 2023 and those who are
new or who did not pledge for 2022 while many were still feeling in the “grip” of the
pandemic.  Thank you for prayerfully considering a pledge in support of what St. Paul’s
offers to those within our community and those in need in the greater community.

Kudos to the Stewardship Team for the work that the Team has done to inspire
pledging from the Stewardship brochure, the Fall Gatherings hosted by several
members of St. Paul’s community, and the conversations with Rev. Sarah participated in
by several parishioners during October.  
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This year’s Stewardship Team was chaired by Joan Cleary with able assists from Rue
Richey, Virginia Pegley, Bill Phillips, Anne Casscells, Bryan VanderLugt, Tish Busselle
and the Rev. Sarah C. Stewart.

If you’re reading this and wondering if it’s too late to pledge for 2023, it’s not.   You
can pledge online at st.paulsburlingame.org/supportor by, sending in your pledge
card.  Can’t find your Pledge Card?  No problem, either contact Tish Busselle,
Treasurer, tnbusselle@gmail.com or 650 504.0919 or just write a quick note with your
name, phone number and pledge amount on it, put it in an envelope marked “pledge”,
and either drop in the Offertory Plate on Sunday or mail it to Pledge, St. Paul’s
Church, 415 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010.  Names of all pledgers will be
included in the Annual Report which will be published in late January–to be included,
please have your pledge made by January 15th.  
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Grace Notes

St. Paul’s Incredible Vestry Team
Tremendous thanks belongs to St. Paul’s Vestry for a year of generous and graceful
leadership, guiding our community through many complex transitions–everything from
emerging out of a global pandemic to the countless details of our Rector Search, on top
of regular fiduciary responsibilities! Thank you to these eleven extraordinary women
and men who lovingly and prayerfully offered the best of themselves to ensure St.
Paul’s strength and resilience remained steady in fluid times! Thanks be to God for the
faithfulness they inspire in all of us as we move into a new year together!

This Year’s Pageant
Many thanks to the families who contributed to the re-telling of the story of the birth
of Jesus! We are thankful for all of Jesus’ visitors – costumed and not! In addition to the
cast members listed below, we are grateful to Rue Richey and David Long for your
unwavering commitment to this Worship Service, our community and our practice of
inclusion and hospitality. 



Cast and crew
Narrators: Charlotte Adams and Maliya Palarcon
Baby Jesus: Magdalena Day Mueller Sideco
Angel Gabriel: Charlie Sennett
Mary: Georgina Sennett
Joseph: William Mila
Shepherds: Lincoln Elliott and Myles August Williams
Angels: Daisy Adams
Chimes: Olivia Long
Props: Saani Mila and Umi Mila
The Angel Choir
Singers from the St. Cecilia and St. Nicolas Choirs (grades K-3) of the St. Paul’s
Choir School: Audrey Garrison, Lexi Long, Alice Malhotra, Anna Malhotra, Ellen
McDougall; Abigail Akers, Choir School Assistant

Director: Jane Palladino
Director's Assistants: Charlotte Austin and Lincoln Elliott
Costumes and Props: Grace Ghoorah
Parent Coordinator: Rue Richey
Pastoral Support: Jocelyn A. Sideco
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The Gracious Jesse Tree 

If you’ve wondered about that beautiful purple felt banner in the Chapel, with its
unique variety of symbols from Scripture, you’re not alone. This precious family
heirloom was graciously on loan from Gayle Carboni, for our reflection and learning
about the Jesse Tree with St. Paul’s children and families during the season of Advent.
We are so grateful to Gayle for the chance to see how Jesus’ family tree sweeps us all
into its branches through this story of love eternal, springing forth in new life where it
is least expected! 



   St. Paul's extends our heartfelt gratitude for your generous donations in this holy season.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS DEDICATIONS
Tom & Cyndy Bodenlos – For our St. Paul’s community
Michele Bosschart - To my Family and Friends for a blessed Christmas and healthy New Year 
Lynn Bruce – In memory of Charles Bruce
Jim & Tish Busselle - In gratitude for our family especially Eva, Mateo, Calvin and William
June Castelli – In memory of Lou Castelli
Barbara Dedo - In memory of Dick
Lavinia Fineanganofo and Family - In memory of Fr. Sosaia Fineanganofo
Cisca Hansen – To the glory of God and in loving memory of those who have gone before
Susan Ketcham & Anne Casscells - In appreciation for all of the staff, Vestry and volunteers at St. Paul's 
Jenny Lau – In loving memory of Andrew
Jane Marcus - In memory of Walt and Thanksgiving for my family
Candace & James Martin – In memory of loved ones
Kathy & Jack Martin – With joy and Thanksgiving for our new Rector, Sarah Stewart
The Murdoff Family – In memory of Charlotte
The Phillips Family - In memory of Grandma
Mary Polly - In memory of Mary Page Platerink
Anonymous

CHRISTMAS MUSIC DEDICATIONS
Tom & Cyndy Bodenlos – For Dr. Matthews, in gratitude for all the ways your music enriches our lives
Michele Bosschart - To my Family and Friends for a blessed Christmas and healthy New Year
Lynn Bruce – In memory of Gary Bruce
Jim & Tish Busselle - In appreciation for the many gifts that Rev. Sarah has brought to St. Paul's
Barbara Dedo - In memory of Dick
Raul & Sandy Galindo – In memory of Lou Castelli and Sheila Galindo
Susan Ketcham and Anne Casscells -  In celebration of our new Rector, Sarah Stewart
Pat Ko – In thanks for God’s blessings
Jenny Lau – In loving memory of Andrew
Jane Marcus - In memory of Walt and Judy
Candace & James Martin – In thanksgiving
Susan Jane Matthews - With love to all Choir School alumni singing in the Choir this Christmas
The Phillips Family - In uplifting support of Chris
Liz Velarde – With thanks to the Choir of St. Paul’s
Anonymous
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Seasonal Celebrations at St. Paul's
The Circle of St. Paul's Christmas Tea

Tea 'n' Talk Christmas Celebration
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Christmas Pageant
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7th Annual Christmas Concert by the Choir of St. Paul's

The 7th Annual Christmas Concert with the Choir of St. Paul's was a true delight! The
concert opened with a celebratory nod to the 150th anniversary of the birth of Ralph
Vaughan Williams (October 12, 1872 – 1958) with a performance of his choral fantasia on
English Christmas carols with soloist, Anmol Gupta.

A set of five works then followed in a journey of music for Christmas through the ages,
from the chant of ninth-century Byzantine abbess Kassia to the lush choral writing of
contemporary Canadian composer Jessica French setting words of Christina Rossetti.
The Choir School sang three works for treble voices, followed by two movements from
Fanny Hensel’s mesmerizing piano trio for piano, violin and cello.

After a welcome from The Rev. Sarah C. Stewart, all joined in singing the carol “What
child is this?” as the program turned to focus on the arrival of the three magi from
three varied lens as the three kings, the three wise women, and Margaret Bonds
narration on the one king of color, Balthazar. All ages in the choir closed the program
with "The Twelve Days of Christmas," in an arrangement created for the choir of Wells
Cathedral, where the Choir of St. Paul’s was in residence in July 2022.
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Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 am - In Person,  Chapel
10:00 am - In Person, Choir, Sanctuary
Tongan Worship 12:30 p.m. - 1st, 2nd, & 4th Sundays In Person, Sanctuary
Live Stream Services: 10:00am service, https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsBurlingame

650.348.4811 • stpaulsburlingame.org
       
415 EL CAMINO REAL, BURLINGAME, CA 94010
    

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Rev. Sarah C. Stewart, Rector, sstewart@stpaulsburlingame.org
Jocelyn A. Sideco, Pastoral Associate, jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org
Dr. Susan Jane Matthews, Director of Music, smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org
Marisol Tria, Office Manager, mtria@stpaulsburlingame.org
Petra Gilmore, Bookkeeper, finance@stpaulsburlingame.org
Rosalva Gomez, Sexton, rgomez@stpaulsburlingame.org

St. Paul's Vestry (St. Paul's lay leadership):
Senior Warden: Tish Busselle
Co-Junior Wardens: Lisa Borgeson and Jay Janton
Vestry Members: Paige Austin, Michele Bosschart, Kathy Martin, Fusi Pahulu, 
Denora Smith, Alexandra Subramanian, Bryan VanderLugt, Charles Warden and 
The Rev. Sarah C. Stewart
Clerk: Cyndy Bodenlos

Annual Meeting on
February 5, 2023

11:30am, Foote Hall 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsBurlingame

